
Getting the most
out of enforcement











Under North Carolina law (General Statute § 14-399), 
littering is defined as intentionally or recklessly throwing, 
scattering, spilling, placing, or otherwise disposing of any 
litter upon any public or private property not owned by 
you, or in the state's waters (including highways, parks, 
beaches, and rivers).

Littering

• Intentional Littering
• Unintentional Littering 

https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAESkgEB6zswFapsdTmEMEg8OPs4sqWJVkJF5kZSfoPZWmFNz10Sg8rA7CEQGVNgUyGn69Qye8YhTQOf4uxwFDkAtI8NmSG63QMXFd3m1dsJm_t6l_b8fMn1sII1Wiw-Xixw1D0uDR7ovAiEl24_-zjDxWxeMChxTHioAQw9Gv4od_AKqAxrYPOaDBA9beIeq_nuJ-7lxg


Why is solid waste enforcement important?

• Improper disposal of waste is illegal!

•Citizen demand

•Enhances perceptions of the community

•Protects public health and the environment



How an enforcement program benefits your Community

Environmental education & outreach



How an enforcement program benefits your Facilities

Secure Load Enforcement



Reduces litter

How an enforcement program benefits your Community



Supports clean-up activities

How an enforcement program benefits your Community



How an enforcement program benefits your Facilities

Assist with special events, 

direct customers, regulate traffic flow



How an enforcement program benefits your Facilities

Spot check incoming loads



WHAT IS SOLID WASTE ENFORCEMENT?
A coordinated approach to lasting compliance

ENFORCEMENT

Regulatory authority

OUTREACH

Education & partnerships

ORCHESTRATED
DISPOSAL

Responsible waste solutions

Solid Waste Enforcement is more than issuing violations. It is a coordinated approach combining regulatory 
authority, education, community partnerships, and responsible disposal solutions to achieve compliance, 

protect public health, and improve environmental conditions.























THREE PILLARS OF EFFECTIVE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
A coordinated approach to cleaner, safer communities

ENFORCEMENT OUTREACH

ORCHESTRATED
DISPOSAL

EFFECTIVE
SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT

Accountability  •  Community Partnership  •  Practical Solutions



THREE PILLARS OF EFFECTIVE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
A coordinated approach to cleaner, safer communities

ENFORCEMENT OUTREACH

ORCHESTRATED
DISPOSAL

MOST EFFECTIVE
ENFORCEMENT

Accountability  •  Community Partnership  •  Practical Solutions





STAKEHOLDERS IN SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
Collaboration across regulation, enforcement, operations, and the community

NCDEQ
Solid Waste Section

Local
Law Enforcement

Environmental Health
& Codes Enforcement

Solid Waste
Divisions

Outreach
Coordinators

Community
Leaders

General
Public

Coordinated
Action

Shared goal: cleaner communities • consistent compliance • responsible disposal

Civic
Groups

Aligned
Organizations





Outreach
• Public Communications
• Environmental Education- Civic Groups, Schools, Faith Groups
• Parks and Libraries
• Law Enforcement 
• Social Media

Goal - Create Awareness – Engauge 
Community – Build Coalition of 
Active Participants

=Behavior Change





















HOW TO LEVERAGE YOUR INFLUENCE
Build relationships  •  Align priorities  •  Inspire shared ownership

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Coordinate investigations, clarify roles, and establish 
referral pathways.

CODES ENFORCEMENT

Share information, align ordinances, and coordinate 
corrective action.

OUTREACH AGENCIES

Equip partners with education, resources, and consistent 
messaging.

THE COMMUNITY

Engage residents and civic leaders to report issues and 
champion solutions.

INFLUENCE  →  PARTNERSHIPS  →  ACTION  →  RESULTS

Start with a shared problem. Make a specific ask. Recognize every partner’s contribution.





https://www.newbernnc.gov/residents/keep_new_bern_clean.php

https://www.newbernnc.gov/residents/keep_new_bern_clean.php


NCSWEOA.ORG





•Solid Waste Professionals

•Zoning/Planning Staff

•SBI Environmental Crimes Unit

•Compliance Officers/Regulators



•Thank You 

NCSWANA!
Caleb Sinclair, Director of Solid 
Waste, Union County Government 

Caleb.Sinclair@unioncountync.gov
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